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2 A Sermon preach'd at the 


.. Firſt then, dead is ſins, or.thro'. their. effe, cannot here 
refer to this Animal Life, tho* Death often in this ſenſe, 
a ſhorter period of this Animal-Life, than our natural 
.Frame would otherwiſe arrtye at, .is the conſequence of a 
courſe of Sin; but dead in this place muſt have another 
relation to a higher Life' and Nature in us, which Sin de- 
ſtroys. And that is indeed a Spiritual Senſation, a juſt 
Perception, and reliſh of the Soul as to its proper Objects, 
while it exerciſes its Faculties more ſeparately from Body, 
that portion of Matter with which it is vitally conjoyn'd, not 
in purſuance of ſenſual Propenſions, ouader the influence 
of theſe, but retaining its Liberty, or Dominion over 
them, with the true Apprehenſions at firſt given it, and 
by this means chuſing, or determining it ſelf to right Mo- 
ral Inſtances, it becomes more capable 'of the di pla s of 
Grace, and is more freely afted by them. Thus 1s the 
true Life of Man; when Lis Reaſonable part lives in him, 
he judges, and taſts by his'Mind alone and his beſt Fa- 
culties, and then enjoys the plentiful effuſions and beams 
of the Spirit; and fo in His Light ſees Light, that 1s, 
knows things with the ſulleſt ey1dence, even in the de- 
monſtration of this bleſſed Agent, as I may ſo ſpeak. 
This true Life is deſtroy'd by Sin, or Men are dead to it. 
thro* the habits thereof, while the Mind thus deſcends 
from its pure As, and forms its Judgments only with 
regard.to the Ideas of Senſe, and in confuſion with them; 
and ſo mult alſo be depriv'd of the freer influences of 
Divine Grace by that means. | 
Now Quickned is, when from this ſunk, this livelefs 
State, by a true Repentance, and thro' the Communications 
of the holy Spirit, (the privilege of Repentance, and ftrength 
to perform it, being both pnrchafed for us by the meritori- 
ous Sacrifice of -Chriſt) quickned is, when from this ſunk, 
this liveleſs State we are thus reſtor'd to an uncaptivated uſe 
of our Minds, the true Apprebenſions, the right Judgments 
belonging to them ; and have the Rays of Grace more freely 
ating our Minds or Spirits, to deliver them more'from the 
ſtraitneſs of Senſe, enlarge their Capacities beyond _ 
| elves, 
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7 Commencement 4 Cambridge. © 3 
ſelves,and carry them to ſeveral advances of Knowledge in the 
way of Godlinefs, :that cauld be no proper; AFQuiareanany of 

theirs, orreſult from them hawever honeſtly prepar'd and ex- 

ercis'd, +, Thus we attain the utmolt advantages of reaſonable 

Creatures, or become Chriſtians indeed. *-. 

_ Let us now.ſee how theſe two Principles, which define the 

- Unregenerate, and the Regenerate State, Dead in ſin, and 

- dead to fin, ſo frequent Phraſes in the New Teſtament, how 

each of theſe will a&, or operate in the ſeveral Obligations 
Mankind are under, with reſpe& to themſelves, the other in- 
dividuals of Humane Nature their Brethren, and God; as 
likewiſe take noti& of the Fates, and Conſequences that at- 

tend theſe both. 0 er NL 
And this lower Principle, whenitdetermines, or governs . 
the Man, only prompts to the pleaſures of Senſe, as corrupt 
Nature: has the ſtrongeſt Byaſs, or ſtands moſt inclin'd in fe- 
veral Petſons. . Some it drives on to the groſleſt Satisfaftions, 
an eager purſuance of the AﬀeCtions of Fleſh, Luſts proper- 
ly ſo call'd, That moſt war againſt the Sonl, molt hinder its 
native Aſpirings, and Powers, andeven degrade it from the 
eminency of its Nature, its Spiritual Kind, that it can em- 
ploy none of its Facwlties on its proper Objefts, not eyen on 

, the eternal Being himſelf, whoſe Image it is, and in Com- 
munion with whom its trueſt, its chiefeſt felicity conſiſts ; 

"but only uſe them with reſpe& to the Body, wherein *tis ſo 
:merfs. to invent ſome new ſenſual Entertainments, or 
more enjoy the experienc'd Inſtances of this Brutiſh fort, - or - 
Apologize for them. And this the Heathen World, who 
had the Rules of Morality of their own making, not being 
bleſs'd with Revelation, an inſpir'd Law, true Reaſon de- 
clar'd, and enafted by God, afords us a diſmal example of, 

_ even in ſome who were of the moſt refin'd Thoughts, .the - 
moſt rais'd Philoſophy among them. And *twould be well, 


if many enjoying the advantages of the Goſpel, inan utter re- | 
jeQion of theſe advantages, - and deſpite of the Spirit of Grace 
too, that more largely accompanies this Diſpenſation, did 

wie and defend, or 'mamtain- ſuch wicked 
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.wiſe, unleſs they were forſaken of, Reaſon before. 


A Sermon preach'd at the | 
And the reaſon of theſe Men is not ovly thus warp'd to pa- 


tronize Sit, and imploy it ſelf in Fraitleſs ſearches of ti 
ſome new ſenſual Delights the lawful and allow'd Inſtances 


. whereof, thatare without Remorſesalfo, ever affording the 
greateſt ; Tſay.-the reaſon of theſe Menis npt only thus warp- 
.cd, but in agreat meaſuredefac'd, and loſt, while they Tote 


conſent, give themſelves up.toCarnal'Relifhes, confus'd Sa- 


risfaQionsariſing from Body, as both to-deftroy thoſe :Re- 
Tiſhes, or 'SatisfaQtions thro' too vehement 'Indulgence . of 


them, an1'even difpatch the Animal too; which one.may 
believe, tione would do, not .confideripg an after State, 
deſtroy the thing they would obtain, and.themſelyes like 

'Others this ſenſual Principle. carries to as ſenſual an Effet, 
ſordid Covetouſneſs of .this Earthly Afſammon, either with 
regard to Carnal Enjoyments, that thro* the value this has in 


"a'Degenerate World, andin its procurement, they may drink 


more deep!y 6f theſe Enzoyments; or, perhaps on the account 
of ſhll amore ſordid, more unreaſonablelove of this Mam- 
mon it ſelf,” that they may obtain great ſtares thereof, while 


they are not able to anſwer, or fatisfie any of the.uſes to which 


it ſerves; or that.they may Infidelly rely upon it for all their 


: opens, without having recourſe to the inviſible Hand, and 


Diftributions of Providence, which requires mpre thought, 
miore free abſtraQed exerciſe of Mind than ſuch' Perſons are 
capable-of ; which-Love and Dependence fo unduly placed 
conſtitutes,Idofarry in its formal Notion (Cel.-.3. 5.) And 
when this Covetouſneſs, and, what always attendsit, Diſcon- 


e 


reritment with his preſent ſhare, influences the *Man, ., how 
'will it hurry him toall the Inftancesof Injuſtice, and.Injury 


with whom.hisIntercourſe, or Goncernsare ! For as to his 
Neighbour, this has no regard to his Advantages,; no nateven 
to the neceſſary-Demands of his' Nature, burſ{till incites to 


ſomehnew Acqueſts, to-purſue private Intereſts, his Pleaſures 


or his Profits with.the utmoſt Damages that can befall other 


People. This is the natureof Self-Love that, is faunded 'in 


Senſe, whichlooks no farther than it feels, whether-jts Plea- 
ſures, or its Pains; nor can Dictate in any larger compaſs, than 


' to purchaſe the one, and redreſs, orprevent the other. And 


this 
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Commutencenent at Cambridge. 5 
this narrow Self Lovedetermin'd 20 Body, was that yhich 
. the Heathens built-their - whole ' Swracture- both of: Politics 
and Morals-ypon;;- their.own Advantages iin-this reſpeQ;'a 
better Proviſzon for this Animal Life, and-that with-regagd 
toparticular Perſons, was the Ground of all-their: Ryles, aud 
Laws. Juſtice indeedhada name among them in their ſexe- 
_- ral Languages, and was preſcribed by them, [but as it:were on 
the account of their great oneSenly, to feace- theſe from. Jg- 
uries, not for the'CommonSecurtty, or Benefit of Mankind. 
To conſider theſe Heathens- in their. iſ Common- 
Wealths, they graſped into their pofleion whatever they 
cou'd hold without Reprifals upon them, and.then juſtify;d 
themſelves bythaterue pretence,- if rightly apply'd, and when 
'tis ſo, always includes Reward for. others, #bs public goed ; 
but this they: confin'd 10-their particular Societies, as 1t-the 
reſt of the-World had-been nothing #0 them, no--parts ofthe 
great Community of Men. The- Stronger ever-took 4heir 
FT; unity of the Weaker to: pillage and ſpoil them of 
'what they:could;; theſewerealways Robbers: as far as -their 
' rapacious Hands:conld reach, betng-like:Beaſts of ' Prey: ; -as 
the ſame Brute Natare prevaiF'd in both. No Chancery lay 
between OpulentStates, and theirnever ſo.-Innacent leſs Po- 
tent Nerghbours, witneſs: the ' Romans, who, tho*'-the maſt 
Civiliz'd of: the Heathen Nations, yet .could never-manage - 
their exceſſive Greatneſs with a due- notion and ſenſe. of 
Right. Theyextended: their vaſt ;Spread-Eagles-wings ftyll 
where they faw they could probably Conquer, and gave-the 
Stile of -Juſtice toall their violent anduſurping Attempts ; as 
Lattanrins ſomewhere remarks. And as the States behay'd 
themſelvesin theirpublick Attings, foi we may be-fure, not- 
only the great Ones, - but even-all- others within thoſe Pro- 
vinces praCtis'd likewiſe as far as they were able, - uſing. no 
juſter Methods feverally, than the publick Example was, or 
 whattheruling Parties preſcrib'd. Thus:the Mind, or the 
Man, while tmmers'd in Body, -and;operating under the; Jn- - 
ftinds of Senſewilbbebave himſelf as to his Brethren, which 
f wiſhcouidnot be ebfervid in Countries profefing the. holy 
Inſtitution aad Lawsof.Chriſt,-or-where-qurown Palgrimage 
nd -: 
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And withreſpe&to God, and the ſeveral Duties thar every 
PerfeQion, orAttribute of His Challenges from us, where the 
Mind at according to the Apprehenſions that are excited in 
it from its Commerce with Body, and with that impairment 

of its own Faculties that neceſſarily belongs to that manner of 
its afting, or where the ſenſual Principle prevails, the Man 
canexert none of theſe bounden Obligations upon him, he 
can neither contemplate his all-perfeCt Nature, nor pray to 
him, nor truſt in him, nor acquieſce under his Portion, ' qr 
Allotments from him, as he ought todo. 

Contemplation and Prayer require our deepeſt, our inten- 
ſeſt Thoughts, an Abſtraction from all the Suggeſtions of 
Body ; we muſt have no ſenſible Ideas before us, when we 
addreſs, or think of God ; we muſt then free our ſelves of all 
Similitude, have no reſemblances in our Minds, which if we 
ſhouldentertain, beſides the Diſturbance it would offer to 
our preſent Excrciſe, would be down-right Idolatry, while 
we advance even the moſt inaQtive ſenſeleſs Nature, namely, 
Matter, all Similitude being in ſuch, intothe place of God, 
orat leaſt make it a Compound with him, as fome of the old 
Heathendid. (Twll. de N.D. L. 2. 26.) 

Our Prayers muſt be an inward Act, the imployment of 
our Spirits recolleting themſelvesfrom all the World about 
us : andas they muſt thus be the Exerciſe of our berrer parts, 
ſo they muſt be eſpecially determin'd with relation tozheſe on 
Heavenly things. Ant it muſt be alſo the ſevereſt Meditari- 
on of a purify'd Soul by habits of Vertue, and ſo capable of at- 
taining the right Perceptions belonging to i#t, while not per- 
verted, or captivated by Senſe, that can furniſh out the Ar- 
guments of a true Faith, andſo lay the ground of our Relj- 
ance on God, or Reſignation to him among the' many diffi- 
culties of this Liſe. | 

But the ſenſual Principle, a Mindexerting it ſelf under the 
influence of Body can never be able toreach theſe Ads it 
will ever petition, if it pray atall, and with an irregular ve. 
hemency too, wrong matter, very prejudicial to our true 
Good, ſuch as will expoſe us to manifold hazards of- ouc 

' Spiritual State, viz. agreatabundance of theſe Worldly En- 
| joyments, 


Commencement af Cambridge. pM 
- joyments, andat the beſt, when rightly fixt, 'ewill be cfrry'd. 
off bydeſultory Phanſies, , wandring AﬀeRtions, ſuch neceſſari-. 
ly being thoſe, that,mainly depend ona ſenſual Principle more. 
warmly excited, a material Nature in continualFlux, that, where 
'tis ſo concern'd, ſo much a cauſe, cannot be the ground of a ſted-., 
dy Thought ; -and 'twill always be full of Diffidence and 
Doubt, asit ſees no farther than preſent things, if it admit at 
all of theſe great Duties, Faith in 1ts juſt extent, or Prayer, .and 
the Object of them; but where it is in its proper predominancy, 
it will certainly beget.Renunciation of both. . This is the dark 
Cave of Atheiſm, and of all deſponding, deſpairing Thoughts, 
viz. the ſenſual Nature in its prevailing Habit, when the A4ind. 
forms its Spporenine thence, which mult needs then have ve-. 
ry ſhort Proſpe&ts of things, whatever its pute Capacities are, 
and very perverted Notions of them, ſee them —_ otherwiſe 
than they are in themſelves, while it not only beholds them thro' 
ſuch athick Atmoſphere, but as it. were in an Animal Mixture 
and Confuſion therewith. For according to the Aſcendency 
this has overthe Man, as it is the exalted Principle of his Life, 
he diſcernsmore obſcurely, or nothing at all of the great univer- 
fal Spirit, God, his comprehenſive Providence as to every event, 
eſpecially concerning any of his beſt, his reaſonable Creatures ; 
nor of a State of Immortality after this preſent Period 15 ended ; 
he cannot look above the Sphere of Matter, what affe&ts his 
Senſes, and ſo denies all ſpiritual Subſiſtences, a God with his ſe. 
veral Adminiſtrations, and Ads; as the perpetuity of particu- 
lar Beings likewiſe, whoſe Contexture he concludes will at laſt 
be diſſolv'd, and they return'd into their common Nature, a 
firſt Matter, whence all things. happily ſprung by chance, being 
the only eternal Subje& he can conceive; thus the Stoics from 
ſuch a kind of Philoſophy argued even with reſpe& to Souls 
themſelves. + They maintain'd theſe to be ca- 

pable of Diſſolution, and that they ſhould be + 7xll. Tſe. Q. 
atually difſolv'd in ſome time; the more im- L. 1. 63. 4. 
mers'd in this Animal State, or the worſt ſort Art. L. 6. 24: 
to continue leſs ſpace after Death ; and even Lipſ. Phy/. Sroic. 
the moſt Vertuous, (who had exemplify'd Lib. 3. Difſ. 11. 
the higheſt Morals, moſt liv'd up to their 


Reaſon, moſ} reſiſted their lower th or Propane _ 
| c 
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Fleſh) not to ſurmount their fatal Period, the Conflagration of 


* the World, but then to fall back into the friendly, and conge- 


nial Elements, as one ſpeaks, or as another the greateſt of that 
Set, Marcus the Emperor, into the ſeminal Forms, or be diſ- 
persd into Atoms; whence we may obſerve their notion of 
Souls, as to their ſubſtance, that they thought them material 
or only more refin'd Body. | 
And therefore this Perſon muſt only be determin'd to preſent: 
ow wt to gratifie Senſe in all its Axppetites, and his 'main 
Deſigns be to compaſs theſe without any regard either to theBene- 
fits, or Rights of his Brethren, unleſs as he ſtands in Society 
with them, theſe comport with his own. This is the $ggrms: 
75; ozpx>4, the wiſdom of the Fleſh, that I am afraid ſtill fo go- 
yernseven the new World of the Mefſias in defiance of all thar 
he has done; which the Apoſtle immediately ſtiles Enmity a- 
_ God, where he mentions it, that can never be ſubje& to 
is Laws, but ever vehemently reſiſts hum, and urges a contrary 


behaviour to him. *Tis the Spirit of the World ſtill reigning init, 


or of the natural Man that receiveth net the things of the Spirit of 
God, nor can know or perceive them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcernd. Rom. 8. 7. 1 Cor. 2. 14- Cy, 

I do notdeny but that there may be great fervours of Devoti- 
on, rapturous Aﬀections even truly plac'd on their Heaven- 
ly Father, fervent Charity towards their Brethren, ſtrong pangs 
of Remorſe for any inordinacies of carnal Appetite, which wall 
produceas vehement Purpoſes or Reſolutions againſt them ; I 


' donotdeny, ys I doubt not but all theſe may be in Perſons 


afted by the ſenſual or lower Life, andasthis is a more impetu- 
ousPrinciple,much more in them at certain times,than in the tru- 
ly Religious. But then theſe not being of an uniform Tenour, 
buz ſome tranſient Ardours that quickly cool, not bringing forth 
a conſtant Duty, a Goſpel Holineſs in its ſeveral reſpe&ts, but 
being often interrupted by ſome greater Miſdemeanours,  neg- 
tes again of theſe bounden Offices, even where they moſt in- 
diſpenſably relate to God, a Heart mainly ſet, as may be well ob- 
ferv'd, towards the things of this Earth, one may befully :con- 
vinc'd that theſe gleams of Piery are only Mechanical, proceed- 
ing from a certain temper of Body, and not from a rightly 
diſpos'd Spirit, a Chriſtian habit, or frame of Mind. 4 
cr 
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Let us now conſider the Fates-and Conſequences of this de- 
rayed Eſtate. And firſt, whatreſtleſs Turmoilsmuſt this ſen» 
ual Principle, that can never be fatisfy'd when it governs the 
Man withoutany Laws, or Reſtrains upon it ; what out- 
ward Afflictions, what Enmitiesand Conteſts with other Peo. 
ple, whom it will ever be invading in ſome reſpe&, will it expoſe 
im to? This is evident, and obvious toall : unbrid!'d Lufts, ſen- 
ſual AﬀeRtions, or Deſires ler looſe, are thoſe that firſt fight. 
within us, cauſe inteſtine Wars, and Diſturbances at home; and 
then render us obnoxious to all the Diſtreſles that can befal us 
from abroad, every one being as ready in this common Circum- 
ſtance, this ſunk habit, to revenge himſelf, as any elſe can be to 
attempt an Injuſtice or Fraud upon him ; ſo that this will found 
rpetual Miſchiefs continually bandied from one another : 
(Gen. 16. 12.) Notto mention the Bodily Diſeaſes, the Pains 
and Maladies, as it were inthe foreign ſubje& 10 ones reaſonable 
part, ones true ſelf, that attend ſuch courſes : As neither to in- 
{iſt on the E_ of Underſtanding, the blindneſs and ig- 
norance, and wrong Sentiments __ into it by 'this means, 
when one muſt walk in thedark, not haying the fatisfaction of a 
right Notion, and rule of Duty, a ſteady Principle tolive upon; 
this = penn if not belonging to a rational Creature, all 

Mankind, yet which certainly isthe privilege of thoſe who are 
bleſs'd with the Oracles of: God, being loſt thro' the deluſions 
of cuſtomary fon, vices long indulg'd, or perſever'din. Whence 
the Judgment is deprav'd, the true ſenſe of the turpitude of Sin 
wholely taken away, and that othergreat Faculty: beſtow'd on 
Man, his free Determination, the liberty of his Will, ſo mighti- 
ly hned by the Grace of the Goſpel towards the: berter 
part, a holy Converſation, aboliſh'd likewiſe ; ' ſo that ſuch a 
Perſon muſt be altogether 'd by his Appetites and Paſſi- 
ons, as thoſedrivchim.on,: he ſtill volxwrarily undergo the 
worſt fort of Slavery in the wholeWorld, tho' he hasexperienc'd 
the Miſchiefs of it a thouſand times; - I fay,-'not to-infiſt on 
theſe real Miſeries, nor to bring into the account the Pangs of 
Conſcience, rhat are wearer Suſferings, not ſo remote to us as our 
Bodies, .in the centre of tag 2m ' namely: the Reproaches 
and Upbraidings of: his Mind for his Brutzſh Behaviour, fo ut- - 
terly di ins to the Dicates or Verdias of Reaſon, which 
Upbraidings muſt nceds be: _ greateſt natural Torment, = 
| 2 ides 
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fides what may be inflicted, ina thinking Nature, when it camor 
endure its own cenſure of its Ways or Actions, and ſoas often as 
it refle&s on them muſt ever accuſe and corrode it ſelf, I fay, not 
to-mention theſe pangs of Conſcience, that will then certainly 
even here purſue Men, when the Appetitesare ſometime ſurfeit- 
ed ; Such contrary Tortures are inthe breaſtsof Sinners, and fo 
by that means never intermitting Pains there of one ſort or other. 

Nor can ſuch a Perſon have any comforts flowing from the 
Deity, whatſoever his ſufferings may at any time be, who has 
ſuch dark Apprehenſions thereof, no grounds of a ſure Faith in 
God, ſo as toenjoy the mighty ſupports that even the notion of 
an infinite Being of ſuch Moral PerfeQions affords Mankind ; 
and who is alſo under ſuch oppoſite Habits, ſo quite contcarily 
diſpos'd to him, that he can no ways partake of him in his bli{- 
ful Emanations, that fo freely defcend on every Individual of 
the reaſonable World, where they are not repuls'd, or where a 
right temperand frame of Spirit can receive them. Theſe are 
the Miſeries that accompany an Unregenerate State (if the 
were not rather to be felt, than deſcrib'd) even in this World. 

But the diſmal Scene commences after; here are ſome interya!s 
of apleaſurable Entertainment, fuch as the fenfual Faculties af- 
ford, and compenſate Men withal in this ſtate, ' where' their al- 
luring ObjeRsare, and they can exert their proper Acts, tho' 
theſe Pleaſures be of an dnfloce kind, below the great Enjoy- 
ments belonging to Men, and engage fuch Fatigues in the pur- 
chaſe of them, andeverdefeat our Promiſes from thein,: and are 
fo ſhort liv'd at the beſt. But when we come into the fpiritual 
World, where the ObjeQsAare of a refined Nature, and require 
fuch Faculties, and taſts in us, the ſenſitive' Scene being over 
and finiſh'd with its whole delights, we muſt then be capable of 
enjoying God, and living apon himin the pure Exerciſes that re- 
ferto him,  orelſe we muſt needs be-miſerable'for ever. | Bur it 
mult be by a habit of re&ify'd Reafon thro? the privileges of the 
Goſpel, a ſpiritual Senſation advanc'd in our Mindsby a due Ob- 
feryance of all the parts of a Chriſtian Vertue, that theſe, viz. 
our Minds can be able to exert theirown Powers, andfollow the 
Tendencestharare born in them, perceive, and reliſh abſtracted- 
ly and freely from the infeQion of *Body ; 'tis this alone that 
can render us qualify'd, and truly prepare us for that great Im- 
ployment, our utmoſt felicity of Converſing with God; _ 

h is 
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his dwelling in us, orwein him. '1 Fon 3. 24. 4+ 12, 13. 

. But this Principle is dead in profligate Sinners, the contrary tem- 
per, a ſenſual Habit, not flain in the opportunity allow'dfor that 
purpoſe, poſſeſſing their Souls ; and therefore unleſsthis can be 
mortify'd, and the other reviv'd in our after Manſions, which 
the Scriptures afford us no hopes of; they being only alive tothe 
things of ſenſe and this World, as they went off hence, muſt 
ever be coveting quite unattainable SatisfaCtions there, with bit- 
ter Reſentments, ger Remorſes among vain Defires, and ſtall . 
be able to partake of no blisful Entertainments, even when they 
are in the proper Region, where theſe chiefly are. 

This1s the ſpiritual Death, or Death of Sin, when the firſt 
Propenſionof the Soul towards God is diverted, and loſt thro' 
Foreign Deſires promens in it from its Commerce with this 
groſs Body, its habitual purſuance of 'the Delights of Senſe; and 
its Communion intercepted with that only true beatifying Ob- 
Je, that it cannot imploy it ſelf upon him in a pure Contemp-: . 
lation of his boundleſs Attributes, which is one part of the great 
Happineſs of Intelligent Creatures, - nor admit his gracious In- 
fluences into it : but ſtanding quite in another .Inclination to a 
ſenfual State now diſmiſs'd, ed. gone, , that'only. had its. Reaſon 
for our Probation a little while, it will ever be hankering after. 
theſe poor Vanities, like the //xaclires when they were remov'd - 
from Egypr, except (as wasintimated before) 1ts preſent habit 
can be chang'd eyen here in this ſecond Life, 'which is a Depen- 
dance altogether groundleſs, nay, which hasthe greateſt, Argu- 
ment againſt it, when People have negleQed theaccepted Time, 
the Day of Salvation graciouſly offer'd them ;. or except Godin, 
the effe& of his infinite Goodneſs would render us happy, as it. 
were forcibly. without our ſelves, which is impoſſible,” the na= 
ture of Happineſs being ſuch, | that it muſt eyer. proceed from a. 

voluntary Spring, and free Actions ina reaſonable Being ;. tho' 
God decloring even his infinite Goodneſs in other particulars, all 
with relation to this World, and our attainment of . Holineſs, here, 
we may be well fatisfy'd that ſuch. a forcible change of. Mens, 
Tempers,/ if it could be, would, be no pro ance of his. 
goodneſs, ' and that no Reſerves thereof-are. to. be expeRed after=.. - 
wards... - This isthe ad diſmal Staze with, the Infelicities that at». 
tend Mankind; in; both Worlds without the Benefits of aRe- 
. EY cemer,-. 
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deemer and being Born again, or Renew'din the Spirit of their 
Minds thro' him. | : 

What poſitive Puniſhment, and to What degree may be pour- 
ed forth on ſuch Rebels to their Maker, nay, who have not on- 
ly contemn'd his Authority, but inſulted his Mercy in Chriſt 

eſus, trodden under foot the Son of God, and the Ranſom he pur- 
chas'd with his own Blood, we cannot define: however we 
may be certain fromthe Expreſſions of Scripture, whether lite- 
rally taken, or todenote S»fferings by Metaphorical Language, 


' that cheſe ſhall be very grievous ones, tho', if they ſhould be our 


own Portion, we mult confeſs ſuch Offenders deſerve. 

Let us now fee how our Redeemer has deliver'd us out of this 
State, and what we muſt contribute towards our complete, our 
entire Deliverance from our ſelves ; as likewiſe how the Redeem- 
ed, viz. true Chriſtians will behave themſelves, and what their 
Happineſs redounding thence mult be. 

Andasto the Benefits we partake of from Chriſt, we are ful- 
ly afur'd that he Mediated for us (who were in a State of En- 
mity with God) by his own Blood, offer'd himſelf a Propitia- 
tion, and Sacrifice on our behalf ; the Dignity of whoſe Perſon, 
he being as farexalted above all the Orders or Degrees of An- 
gels, as the Creator of them is, and the voluntarineſs of the Ob- 
lationentring into the Atonement, and adding an infinite Merit 
toit, henotonly procur'd us the Favour of God, Remiſſion or 
Pardon of all our Offences on the only poſſible Term of our 
Happineſs, atrue Repentance, but likewiſe obtain'd fuch Com- 
munications of the Spirit to be even a preventing Influence, 'and 
conferr'd upon us without any Preparedneſs in our Tempers for 
them, (as the firſt Graces are ſo conferred according to the mani- 
fold Teſtjmoniesof Scripture (Phil. 2. 13. "=_ 2.3, 4. 2 Tim. 
I. 9-Tit.3. 5. Fohn15.16.) or elſe we could never be partakers 
of them in our fallen State. And we may even demonſtrate 
theſe fromP xperience: we often find ſuch workings in ourMinds, 
as could nor probably proces from them in the uſe of 'their 
awn Faculties ; as Checks of Conſcience then purſuing us, while 
weare juſt about engagingin any unwarrantable ARt,and the Ani- 
malA fﬀeRions Fawn, ow overcome Conſideration, and will noe 
admit of any ſober Thought ; aslikewiſe immediate Inſtantane- 


ous Enlightnings, fudden Admonitions caſt into us concerning 
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fome importantDuty, or Behaviour, whereas the progres fs of 
Reaſon isina Chain of Things by DeduQions, or Inferences, 
and the Leſfons it teaches in the juſt and due Exerciſe of it ſelf, 
not asit wereaflaſh inour Minds ; as alſo Thowghrs often long de- 
min'd, or continu'd on our Spirits, and preſs'd upon them, theſe 
ftill purſuing us with great Importunity towards ſome Inſtance 
of Vertue, or to heighten our Remorſe for ſome ill Behaviour : 
whenas our Minds fo beſet with the Aﬀections of Senſe, are ro- 
ving and inconftant, and eſpecially notapt to fix ona Pious Me- 
ditation, and leaſt of all on ſuch as cauſes Trouble to them ; rheſe 
ſo haunting our Souls, and overcoming all the Paſtimes of the 
World to remove them, nay, ſometimes maſtering our utmoſt 
Contrivance, the whole command we have of 'our Wills againſt 
chem, and at laſt obtaining their happy EffeR. Theſe with the 0- 
ther particulars at leaft muſt be thankfully acknowledg'd to the 
loving Spirit of God'preventing us, andas ConyiCtions thereof. 
And this blefſed Spirit with al his faving Gifts or Influences is- 
the Procurement of our holy Redeemer, who by his ſo highly. 
Meritorious Sufferings, befides the Pardon of our Treſpaſſes on- 
——_—— Term thereof, (Fohn 7. 38. Tir. 3.6.) obtain'd: 
© ſuch liberal Meaſures of Grace on our account to attend our: 
ſmalleſt Endeavours with them, nay, even excite theſe firſt of 
all, as; if we fail not, our Compliance with thoſe Heavenly Suc-- 
cours will reſcue us from the Power of our paſt Offences, ſe-- 
eure our Chriſtian Behaviour or Vertues again every Tem-- 
ptation that ſhallar any time be permitted to befal us, and while 
weduly peruſe the written Revelation vouchſafed to us, reple-- 
niſh our Minds wrth all Sacred Knowledge, influential on God-- 
linefs, every neceffary Article of a Saving Faith. AA 

We have theſe Advantages, this common Treaſure thro” our- 
Lord's Mediation for all Mankind, as it were extraneous or: 
withour our ſelves, but which be brought into the Fa-- 
culties of our Sonls, and rendred an inward mighr of theirs; if 
we pleaſe. | The Graces of the Spirit, if wehindernot their- 
force, will embleusfor the higheſt Exerciſes of Piety ; every: 
invetcrate Appetite of our Narures, all the Affauttsof 'Sinupon: 
us muſt ſubmit ro him, beingallow'd ro poſſeſs our Minds, and: 
diſplay his nfonire Effcary'in them, thar can only be reſiſted by 
our ſelves, or the-obftinacy; of our Wills. agamft him... God 
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willexhibit the ſame invincible Strength in us, and along with us 
for Moral Purpoſes, that he wrought 1n Chriſt after a Phyſical 
manner, when he rais'd him from the Dead. (Epb. 1. 19, 20.) 

Hence then being thus throughly furniſh'd unto. all: good 
Works, we muſt be ſure to reduce theſe Heavenly Vertnes or 
Powers into Aft, Crucify the whole Body of Sin, the old 
Man after the Image of the diſobedient Adam with the Aﬀetti- 
ons aud Luſts, (Gal. 5. 24.) fo that we pronounce not of our 
Satisfattions, nor eſtabliſh our Notions. and Eſtimate of 
Things thro' the Inſtigations of theſe, or with reſpe& to them: : 
we muſt thro' theſe gracious ſupplies afforded us, that are only 
effecual in our Endeavours __ them, repreſs and keep under 
the Appetites of Body, reſcue our Minds from the moſt unna- 
tural ſubje&ion to them, that they may be able to exert them- 
ſelves freely, poſſeſs a clear Reaſon retriev'd, and ſet at liberty 
from ſenſual Byaſſes, which ſo being a right Condudt of Life, and 
diſcerning things truly, as faras its natural Sphere reaches, will 
eaſily ſubmit to the farther Enlightnings of Divine Grace, rhat 
always both prevents us, contributes to the forming of. ſuch a 
juſt Habit of intelligent Creatures, and then more plentifully 
comes In with it. t 

Now thistrue Chriſtian Principle, (our reaſonable Natures, 
or Faculties recover'd into their free Eſtate, . and then attended 
with more liberal, or. leſs interrupted Influences of Grace) 
where it informs, or direQs the Man; in reſpe& of himſelf, it 
prompts to the ſtricteſt Temperance, or Purity, even with re- 
gard to the inmoſt Propenſions, or Motions of the Heart, that 
theſe ever be cneabr'ry q where they are enormous, and being 
brought into At would be a Tranſgreſhon of the Goſpel- 
Law: TItinfpires a Man with the trueſt Thoughts, both of the 
Entertainments or Delights of Senſe, and thoſe relating to 
Mind, that the oneare mere Brutal Inſtances (if ſome kinds of 
Intemperance be not worſe than thoſe, without any Example > 
ininferiour Creatures) quite unbecoming_ a reaſonable Being ; 
and that when the Soul once conſents to ſuch, or entertains it ſelf 
with polluted Phanſies, (the Reſolution of this our thinking 
Part one way or other, being that which determines the quality 
of our Actions) the Treſpaſs is over in a right account, there lay- 
ing no difference between our allowing the luſcious and unlawtyl 
* _ reliſhes 
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kſhes of Senſe within our ſelves, andthe aQting thereof, butthe 
Contagion of the Fa, or the Injury refleQting and redound- 
ing on others in the latter caſe ;. and 'twill ſuggeſt to us, that the - 
uſo of our upper Natures, as independently as we can of their 
groſs Companions, the pure and abſtracted Exerciſes of our Spi- 
ritson their right Objects, being-.our ſuitable As, ..or. proper 
to o_ kind, muſt conſtituteall our unallay'd Pleaſures, our true 

Delights. . - 
Abd with reſpect to our Brethren, who partake with us in the 
fame nature, it will incite an equal:regard, the fame. common 
Offices, where opportunity is afforded, to all of theſe, that it 
would inſiſt on in the neareſt Intereſt, or Inſtance of Self. . It 
helps a Man, as it delivers him from the confinements of Senſe, to 
a true notion of the Grounds, and Reaſons of a general Benefi- 
cence, or.undiſtinguiſh'd Advantage where he is capable there- 
of, as well to others as his own Soul; not. only that every 
Perſon ſtands in the ſame Prerogatives both with regard to the 
prom he conſiſts of, and the Goſpel-Promiſes, or the Heavenly 
ounties he'may enjoy, if he pleaſes, (fo, that according to an 
equitable Verdi&t no Preference lays) but becauſe the Benefits 
we confer on others are more, ſo on our own account, . refle& 
largerand better Advantages to our ſelves : when we ſupply the 
wants of any in any reſpect, there not only ſprings up a great fa- 
tisfaftion in our own Breaſts, the Reſults of Love, the ſweet, the 
moſt delightful Paſſion of Joy, as,we have defeated the Ali. 
tions of our Brethren in ſome meaſure, at leaſt afforded them a 
| preſent Relief, if not mended their caſe for afterwards, which 
muſt needs communicate the ſame comfort, wherever the true 
Chriſtian Temper and Sympathy is ; not to reckon the Pleaſure 
that ſo belongs to beneficent Perſons, - of their being in_the fa- 
vour, as they may well oppoſe and better regard of all wh Hh 
which gives them the contidence of their own Kind, that they 
can freely addreſs any of them, and affords all the benefits of 
Converſe and Society, that Menare ſo made for, that is ſo ne- 
ceſſary in Humane Life, with one another. Or if becauſe of 
theirotherVeriues,. (all whichare link'd ina Chain together, ſo 
that onecannotreally and in-truth be withour the reſt) the Re- 
proofs rheſtare ina wicked World, they be diſappointed of the 
due Treatment they might rraſogny, expect, - and meet only 
” Spd wit 
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munications of God's good Spirit, or Grace into them, which 
if they can admit, beſure they ſhall enjoy. Theſe Advantages 
queſtionleſsin all reſpe&s the tirſt Chriſtians experienc'd, who 
ſo bravely ſurmounted the intanglements of Prop Ph (the great 
Bane of moſt Vertues among Chriſtians) and reſ1gn'd it up a- 
mong all their Brethren, equally diſtributing, or —_—_— 
their Eſtates, as every one had need, more to others than they 
left for their own ſhare, if thoſe needed more. 

This Chriſtian Principle moves the Man _ the generous 
grounds of Valne, or Eſteem of his own Kind, and Friendſhip 
towards it, and as its Inſtances are repeated, continually promotes 
that happy Temperin him, as free from all Suſpicions, as = 
vate Deſigns. As to the behaviour of Heathens towards their 
Brethren,or whoſe Attions proceed not on the Goſpel-doQtines, 
fuch a Principle in their Soul, all their Politics, and Morals in 
thisreſpe& are influenc'd from a Jealoufie of Humirie Nature, to 
fence as well as they can againſt Inſults and Injuries, and offer leſs 
Hardſhips to other People on this alone laviſh ſcore, that they 
return not greater, or retaliate upon them. Good Hamour and 
Benignity towardstheir Creator's and their own Image, which 
aQsthe Chriſtian, isno Motive with them. This is the Spirit 
of the Leviathan, and other Materialifts, s T may fo call them, 
of the Epicarean Herd, who have writ of Governments, and put 
zheir Sy/tcms of Erhics upon us, that have'their 'Foundations in 
Senſe only, viz. Reaſon hindred as to its 'true profpets, 'and 
warp'd by it. 

And as to the Duties reſpe&ting God, the Man thus re- 
triev'd into the freedom of his Reaſon from its Servitude to 
Senſe, and thus capable of the Influences of the Spiritof Grace, 
and thus enliven'd or quickn'd therpby, he can 'cafily IE 
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the attacks of Atheiſin, carry his Faith and Affurance above the 
Region of Matter, believe an eternal Omnipceſe irit no 
waysliable to Bodily.E yes, and other Spirits likewiſe 
created by him, that can only be the ſubjects of Reaſon and 
Thong one whereof he knows is lodg/d, or-confin'd within 
his feeble ourfide, his Tabernacle of Clay, and performs all the 
iatelligent As there. af 240 

Difcerning their reaſonableneſs, the relation they bear to the 
! Natureof Man, hewill —_—_— every Rule of the Goſ- 
pel, the triteſt Precepts of Righteouſneſsand Vertue, and ha- 
ving purify'd his Mind by that means, brought down the ſtub-. 
born Principle of Fleſh, the Seat of haughty Conceit and 
Pride, and no Intereſt of his laying croſsto the moſt comforta. 
ble Notion of an Almighty, Good, and Juſt Being,” he will 
not only entertain this great Dodrine without the leaft difh- 
dence, butextremely triumph in it, build all his Truſt or Aff. 
ances upon it, and make it the fupport of his whole Life, what. 
ever Circumſtances he be concern'd among ; giving up his AG 
ſent to whatever isreveal'd, afterhis Convictionof theiRevela- 
tion itſelf, tho' he no ways comprehends the internal Reaſon or 
Mode thereof; as not only that one Spirit exifting from no. 
thing, or without any Cauſe pervades the Univerſe, is preſent 
in every part thereof, to obſerve and governall Events, but that 
there are three complete Subliſtences, diſtinguifh'd every one by 

rſonal As, inthe ſtricteſt uniry of a ſpiritual Being. Thus 

e is fully perſuaded of, being plainly deliver'd in the inſpir'd 

Books, notwithſtanding that. he cannot account for itby any — 
Faculties he has: the Carnal Part being well fubdu'd, asT ob- 


ſerv'd before, inwhich A isfounded, there is nothing 
 tooppoſe God, but the Mind preſently ſubmits to whatever he 
d even concerning the unconceivable Myſteries of his 


Nature, asevery Creature that muſt needs be finite in its Powers, 
the higheſt Scraphin thinking wiſely and underſtanding it (elf, 
will certainlydo. NTT CDI p 
Such a Perſon, ſo ating above the Principle of Senſe, and he 
only, can be duly-Converſantin Spiritual Exerciſes, with a juft 
Intention addreſs God, offer-upa more fervent Supplication to 
him, entertain himſelf ſuitably in Contemplation of kim, the 
ſtudy of his All-perfet Being, or Nature, asas he's more deli- 
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verd from the importunity of the Fleſhy Appetites, that ſo ob. 
ſru& theſe bliſsful Inſtances : whence he willenlarge the Facul- 
ties of his Soul thro* this right determination, ' this due uſe of 
them, that they ſhall be able to diſcern more. of God in their - 
own mere a&, while they attain their native Aſpirings more. 
Yet nevertheleſs but a ſmall part of this Sacred Knowledge is thus 
obtain'd in this happy Perſon,being ſo qualify'd in his own Tem- 
per; the holy Spirit will diffuſe himſelf freely upon him, and 
ill by farther improv'd Beams, as this Chriſtian Habit is more 
advanc'd, till his own weak Faculties be as it were abſorpt in 
the Rays of this Comforter, and he only ſee, and at thro' Him, 
as far as God canreveal himfelf to aVirtuous Soul,a Saint of His, 
or work by him, and produce the Fruitsof Holinefs in him con- 
ſiſtently with the Freedom of a voluntary Creature, that muſt 
haveits Behaviour reckoned to it ſelf. 'This bleſſed Spirit will 
then be another vital Form within him wholy over-ruling his 
own Spirit, which being more recover'd into its ,pure Nature, 
and leſs ſubje& to the will of the Fleſh, the Root of Diſobedi- 
ence, or Corrupt Deſire, muſt be more eaſily governable by 
him, under his Condudt in all things, more ſecurely led thro* 
his clearer Suggeſtions to every Inſtance of a Goſpel-Behaviour. 
+ So that ſucha Perſon may ſay with St. Paxl, *Tis not. he that 
lives, but this bleſſed Inſpirer, this Spirit of Chriſt that lives in 
him, (Gal.2. 20.) This would be the circumſtance of all Men, 
if this gently operating, - but invincible is whereit is duly 
comply'd withal, were not hindred, mainly as to moſt People, 
altogether in ſome, by unmortify'd Carnal Deſires, For this 
Heavenly Advocate our Lord obtain'd for us, ating conforma- 
bly to our free Conſtitution, in ſtill ſmall Voices, , gentle Whif- 
pers to our Souls, or Breathings upon them, ſuch as leave the 
Compliance entirely at our Pleaſure, and the Action our own, 
with the Retributions belonging to it ::his workings can no ways 
poſſibly be perceiv'd _— reigning Aﬀections, -Appetites ſet 
in their full Strength whether to ſenſual Delights, or Profits; 
nor he attain any of his bleſſed Effets in thoſe Perſons, where 
theſe are after ſuch a manner, as our Saviour tells us, moſt part 
of People being ſuch, that the world cannot reqeive him. ( Fohn: 
14. 17. | 
Tow 78 we havearriv'd at this, 'as I may ſay, _ ” 
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God thro' our honeſt Compliance with the firſt Motions of Di- 
vine Grace, asalſo faithfully purſu'd a Vertuous Attainment in 
every reſpe, to purchaſe farther Meaſures thereof, and ſohave 
obtain'd in theſe Heavenly Enlightnings a more convittive 'Aſ- 
ſurance of his infinite Goodneſs, ſo abundantly exemplify'd to 
us-ward, his Fatherly Providence, or care of us here, and the 
everlaſting Joys, the Rewards he has prepar'd for our Chriſtian 
Obedience after this frail State is ended ; when by this means 
we have arriv'd at theſe more enlarg'd notices of God, and more 
fully diſcover'd that he is Love, we muſt needs be induc'd, theſe 
certain Concluſions laid up in our Minds cannot but have a'pre- 
valling Efficacy on Humans Liberty to a more vigorots and ecar- 
neſt Endeavour of a Goſpel-Holineſs, if it were only in Gra- 
titude to our great Benefactor, that we ſhould nor offend* him, 
and not a means of our own Bliſs: which Goſpel-Holineſs will 
ever draw down more plentiful Influxes of the bleſſed Comfor- 
ter, the Spirit of Truth into our Minds in the ſame degree that 
it ſelf is, and ever augment this Science of God, a Goſfpel- 
Knowledge, and Vertue or Picty being mutual Cauſes of one 
another, 

Let us now obſerve what attends this Chriſtian Habit, how it 
recompences Men for their Pious Diligence, their Honeſt La- 
bours in acquiring it, what its happy Effefts are. And when 
our Actions anſwer the true bent, the firſt inclination ſtampt on 
our Souls, are under the direQion of free Reaſon, and the more 
plentifully diſplay'd Beams of the Spirit, when our Behaviour 
1s thus govern'd in all reſpe&s,how ſecure ſhall we be from every 
thing that can interrupt our Happineſs, whether the Diſtur- 
bances that always accompany a ſinful Inſtance in any particular, 
a purſuance of ſenſual Aﬀeion too far, or Diſeafes of Body, 
or Remorſes of Mind, that immediately follow the ſinful In- 
ſtance, or will notlong ſtay behind, ehecially this latter and 
worſe ſort, that at leaſt will awaken in another World, if per-- 
chance thro* the deceirfwlneſs of fn they be ſtifl'd here, when be- 
ing ſtript of all ſenſitive Delights we fhall have nothing to afford 
never ſolittle interruptionta them! '. 

But we ſhall not only be thus negatively happy by this meats, 
but, as faras our Naturesare Purify'd and Capable, enjoy/all the 
poſitive Degrees of Happineſs: every ſenſual ina * > 
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preſs'd, every Allurement or Temptation repell'd founds a Sa- 
tisfaction much above what reſults from our ſhameful Compli- 
ance with it, which will be no momentary, tranſient Bufinefs, 
but ever endure, and be a comfortable Refle&ion in our Minds. 
The ſubjeRing of our inferiour Natures, and the goverment of 
our ſelves according to our beſt, our reaſonable Faculties, and 
the holy Spirit influencing theſe, muſt needs afford us the moſt 
pleaſurable Reſentment, one of the chicteſt, the trueſt Happi- 
neſs belonging to Men. 

But when theſe beſt Faculties of ours in the light of Grace 
are determin'd on their proper, their moſt ſuitable ObjeR, viz. 
Gad, towards which they can never move with too much Tran- 
ſport, what a Theatre of Heavenly Thoughts will this offer to 
them, or they be then furniſh'd withal, ſuch as anſwer our Na- 
tures, and can fatisfie all the Capacities of our Souls, and which 
will ever entertain them with freſh wonders, while they are fixt 
on a perfeCtion that has no bounds, and can never be compre- 
hended by created Beings ? 

And as to the quiet enjoyment of our Lives, theſe farther 
Diſcoveries into this yaſt Ocean, where there is ſtill an infinite 
Proſpe&, or Sight beyond, wz.. God, how will they eſtabliſh 
our Afﬀance in him, render us ſecure in our dependence on him, 
not only advance a refign'd temper or ſubmiſſion in our Spirits 
with regard to his ſundry Afethods with us, but a chearful Obe- 
dience to his hardeſt Preceprs, tho' we ſhould notdiſcern the Rea- 
ſans of either, the one, or the ether ; becauſe being then-more ful- 
ly perſuaded of his both immenſe Wiſdom and Goodneſs, we 
if be certain that he can order nothing in our behalf but wit 
relation to our true advantage, our chieteſt good ! | 

And with reference toPrayer, the indiſpenſable Duty of our 
fort of Creatures ſo ſrai], ſo indigent aswe are, theſe clearer, aud 
farther notices of God can only ſupport a true Devotion, - enable 
us to pray with adue Attention conſidering his awful, his tre- 
mendous Majeſty, and for Bleſſings in general without deter- 
mining him, or particularizing upon him, which always pro- 
ceeds from ſome unſubdu'd Carnal-Afﬀetions, . that are ever 
moſt eager for their praper Gratifications, ſuch as we ſhould 
continually be reſtrain'd from ; and ſo theſe will place us indif- 
ferent, as we ſhould be in the diſpoſals of Heaven, the Pros di- 

ibutiovs 
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ſtributionsof rhe Divine Foreſight with reſpe& to any of us, | 
that God fees moſt conyenient for us, or our preſent ſtate moſt 
requires. Astheſe enlarg'd Evidences of God will abundantly 
farrsfie us, that whatever he does in our private Concerns, .every 

articular Diſpenfation of his to us-ward is determin'd from 
Goodark, and the kind working of a Fatherly Love :.. So the 
alone can furniſh us with the Reaſons of Thankfulneſs at al 
times, and begert that pious habit in our Souls. 

Now theſe afſur'd Dottrines of a Soveraign Being, which 
can only be advanc'd from a due conqueſt of the Fleſhly AﬀeRi- 
ons, and the ſreedom of Reaſon, eſpecially imploying it ſelf on 
the Inſpir'd Writings, and the more liberal, the leſs hindr'd In- 
Auencesof Divine Genes by that means, ſeeing the natural and 
proper EffeRs of the love and benignity of our Heavenly. Fa- 

ther are again open'd, and let looſe towards ſinful Men, 'thro* 
Chriſt Tekin; theſe aſſur'd Dofrines of a Soveraign Being, 
what grounds of undiſturb'd Contentment and Happineſs muſt 
they be in every ſtate of this prefent Pilgrimage ! 'twill be im-- 
offible that any Events ſhould diſcompoſe us, when we are- 
rmly pofſeſs'd of theſe ſeveral Articles of Faith in God. 
But then ſtill farther as we more put forth theſe proper Du- 
ties of Faith in him, Prayer, Afﬀfiance, Reſignation, and the- 
like, we form our ſelves more into his Image or Similitude, 
and become more capable of hispure Emanations, the only true 
' Light, and Wiſdom proceeding from him, and he actually too 
difblays theſe more in our Minds, that-we ſhall apprehend, and 
know thro* them, that is, with reſpe& to the reveal'd Truths, 
which only are of true concernment to us, much above thereach 
of our own Faculties, or what they could attain m their beſt 
ſtate by any Improvements they are capable of, theſe reveal'd 
Truths being the moſt important Objefts of our Know 
will appear more evident, and brighter to our Souls in. the Beams: 
of the Spirit moreplentifully diffus'd, or acting upen them, 
when by means. at Teaſt of ſome degree of a. ſuitable frame, 2 
more advanc'd 'Gofpel Temper, there is leſs Impediment.to 
thoſe Heavenly Shinings. ET Ree: 

Whence. our Propel Thoughts, -our main, Deſwres, .the 
Themes of our Converſe, the delights we take in the Society of 
our Brethren, will be all with regard to God and Vertue ; which 

| may” 
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may be a ſign to our ſelves that we are inthis bleſs'd State, as our 
* Saviour ſpeaks concerning a truly Regenerate Perſon, That which 
is born of the ſpirit is ſpirit. John 3.6. 

We ſhall wi be intimately united to God, partake of a bleſ. 
ſed Communion with him 1n all the Bountics of hisdiffuſive 
Nature, as weattain'to be true Chriſtians, or are created again 
in Chriſt Jeſusafter his Image ; (Eph. 4- 23.) we ſhall thus be 
thoſe Sheep of our Saviour, thar are ſafe in his Father's hand, 
whom none can be able to pluck away from him, (Fohn 10. 28, 
29.) being kept by the Power of God thro' Faith unto Salvati. 
on. (Fames 1.5.) Theſe are the great Enjoyments, and Hap- 
pineſs that a Chriſtian Temper poſſeſſes, one ofanenliven'd Soul, 
a Perſon quickned by the Spirit of God enjoys even in this Life 
among all the Perplexities and Troubles of it. 

But when we come into the Heavenly part of this bleſs'd 
ſtate, theſe groſly conſtituted, theſe refractory Bodies to the 
motions of our Minds being chang'd into Celeſtial, Spiritualiz'd 
ones, compliant in all things; and the Pious Habits, the Pro. 
penſions we have gain'd from a Life of Vertue, and towards God 
exerting themſelves freely with the fluences of Grace, that now 
informing ſuch diſpos'd Subjects are under noreſtraints, what 
bright diſplays of DivineTruth ſhall we perceive in our Minds? 
what farther diſcoverics of the Myſteries of the Deity ſhall we 
be everrepleniſh'd withal ? how will the deep contrivances of 
the wiſdom of God, and his infinite Love, not only in the Cre- 
ation, bur more ſignally in the manner of his Redemption of the 
lapſed World, and his Goverment of it, his ſeveral Diſpenſati- 
ons with regard to the untoward diſpoſitions of his freeCreatures, 
whom he beſtow'd ſo much of his own Prerogative upon, or 
made them ſuch Images of himſelf? how will theſe great Sub- 
jefs, that we ſo little attain at preſent, the knowledge whereof 
muſt moſt entertain our pure Minds, and unite them to God 
with an inſeparable Aﬀection that nothing can remove, how 
will theſe ſtill more appear, and be manifeſted to us, which will 
ever afford our Minds thus without all Tmpediments, thus in 
_ theirutmoſt preparation, freſh Scenes,unperceiy'd Inſtances both 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, till they canarriveat Omniſcience, or 
comprehend Infinity, that is, throughout endleſs Ages? Be- 
ing with St. Paxl, and even in a more purify'd Habit _— 

then 
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then was, literally and really in Body and Spirit rapt up in- 
to the third Heaven, we ſhall ſe and difcern' unutterable. 
"Things, that our narrow Languages anſwering our ſcant 
Knowledge here can no ways expreſs, nor we now ap 
hend, if a charitable Angel be induc'd to declare them 
to us, the Glories of the Spiritual World, and the Divine 
Acings with reſpe& to the Souls 'of Men, © far tranſcending 
the wonders of this material one. New Faculties ſhall be: 
then afforded us, or, which are now hindred thro* the 
diſadvantages of this State, open'd in our Minds; whence we 
ſhall diſcern naked Spirit, the ſubſtance of immaterial Natures, 
even the great Omnipreſent Creator of all, by as evident a 
ſight, as we now do Body, 

To ſee God which is the Promiſe to 'the Pure in Heart, 
(Matt. 5.8.) thoſe that follow Holineſs, (Heb. 12.14.) not 
shro' a Glaſs darkly, that is thro* the groſs Inſtrumenrs" of 
our outward Sexſes, which reaſon for the moſt takes its firſt 
hints from, and works or exerciſes it ſelf upon, tho' they” 
cannot admit, or at all acquaint us even with the contexture 
of Earthly Bodies; to ſee God not by means of theſe, from 
the Characters we gather /of his infinite PerfeQions in” this 
viſible Univerſe, but face to face, know even as we are known, 
(1 Cor. 13. 12.) to ſee him as he is (1 Fohn 3. 2.) plainly 
diſtinguiſhes between the knowledge of this, and the other 
World, and one would think, ſets forth another mode of Ap- 
prehenſion of the now unperceivable ObjeRs there,  anſwer- 
_ to the preſent Conviction of our Senſes and? corporeal 
Sight, | 61 3 : 
, = we may be fatisfy'd of the Being of Spirit, ' as af 
ſuredly as we can be of Matter, but then this is y long De- 
ducions, laborious Demonſtration, not immediate Intuition or 
a preſent glance, which ſeems to explain the: foremention'd 
Phraſes: the one kind of theſe ways of Knowledge, - asafford- 
ing ſufficient Evidence of the greateſt - Truths, if 'we' dn» 
ly imploy our Faculties about them, [being proper for-our 
Probation or the Trial of our Honeſty, and the other for 
the Reward thereof. - ' ©! | F SAIEE © 245411 

Now this 'Apprehenſion or Knowledge of 'God' after an 
Intuitive manner, as it muſt be larger, and more _— 
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ſive, what a rapturous Love of him will it kindle in our 
Breaſts, that Paſſion that founds our utmoſt, Happineſs 
when thus rightly plac'd? How will this command all our 
Appetites +. and him, and ſtill create new ones as the for- 
mer areanſwer'd, and have drunk their fill ! (Eccluſe 24. 21,) 
Eager Deſires that can never be ſatisfy'd are a true cauſe. of 
our Ry here, by means whereof as our Thirſt is 
more, we {hall continually more Communicate with him, 
and be always drawing down freſh Supplies from that only 
inexhauſtible Spring, which will ſend forth Rivers of Plea- 
ſure for evermore. | 

This is the Chriſtian Habit or Principle, a Revival from 
the dead State of Nature, when thro' a Courſe of Goſpel- 
Obedience we have well maſter'd the Aﬀections of Senſe, the 
lower Gratifications that the Soul perceives and enjoys 
from thence, and fo partake of larger Communications of 
Grace or the Divine Nature : *tis this that makes us capable 
of our true Felicity, the Kingdom of our Saviour, (which is 
_ #5, as he tells us, Luke 17. 21.) both here, and here- 
after. 

And thus having given an account of the freer Influences 
of the holy Spirit in the Souls of Men, as they have more 
prepar'd themſelves by a Goſpel-Virtue, I would not be un- 
olpod concerning Revelation properly ſpeaking, as if I 
meant, that he ſhould diſcover ſome Gander Inſtances of the 
Mind of God to us-ward, than is declar'd in the New Te- 
ftament, . a higher ſtate of Holineſs now requir'd, (as ſome 
fondly talk of the Kingdom of the Spirit (ſom more - par- 
ticulars to be believ'd, or practis'd; (not to mention ſome 
Dodrines, and Explications of certain Places repugnant to 
| the Tenour of the reſt of the Scriptures, which muſt "1 
ceed from another Author) or that he ſhould repeat by ſome 
new Teachers, 8nd fuch Gifts in them as he beſtow'd an the 
Apoſiles, even their very De&rines, only perhaps in variety 
ol Eagretioes, which ſo mainly delight ſome People, ef] 
cially xf deliver'd in a Canting Stile, conceited Phraſes, t 
more ſtrike the Phanſie, than inform the Underſtanding, 
fuch as our now pretended Prophets commonly we ; whereas 
in truth there is no gced of all this, (which if once aw* 
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fire muſt be done over again it? ny Age) bt there is no 
need of this, the whoteCounſet of God for the recovery of 
he urt3 1o-thr purpoſt; beg fully deliver by ck Mt. 

poor pepſi tec fl ws, detnd by fack, Wi. 
raculaus Tim ays as cannot fob i ſo' that 
thoſe, who- will not 'be indue'd in the exerciſe of rheir Free- 
dom ro ſtudy this Revelation, which, God be thanked, he 
has given us in Writing, ' and'obſerve or pitattice the Terms of 
their Happimeſs it! propoſes; car never certainly be prevail'> 
upon: by any: other Courfes, that Heaven' carr defign; nor 
do I mean thatthis Spirit ſhoulddiQate wordsto- People (which 
perhaps. he never did either” to Prophets! or Apoſtles, only 
reſenting a $cheme of Divine Truths to! their Minds, (bur 
eaving' the Language to- themfelyes to be expreſFd according 
to their different ways of Education, and the* prevailing” 
Femper in them, as we may obferve their Figures and" Stile 
_ ever anſwer'd theſe) TI fay I doi'not mean that the” Spirit 
ſhould diate words to-People, enable them to: ſpeak even 
the known- Dofrines or Rules of the Goſpel after an' Ex- 
tempore manner, which would ſuper their own Faculties, 
and: probably be an- oecafion of their' NegleQs in' Heavetily 
Knowledge, as it would greatly- adminiſter to'SpirituaF Pride 
and Contempt of others, both which- we may ſee the exam- 
ple of ire a-ſort of Men among. us that only conceit theſe 
things:of themſelves. Burmy meaning is, that'the Spirit com- 
municates ſuch Light and Grace, fach-clearer Informations of all 
faving Truths, with reſpe& to the Underſtanding, fuch ſtron- 
ger Motives towards thereQifying of the Will, upon our com- 
pliance with the means afforded us, our due peruſal of the 
Sacred Volumes, the DiQttes of this Spirit, onr honeſt Bn- 
deavours in the ways of: Godlineſs,. according to the Pre- 
cepts deliver'd in thoſe Volumes, as: will ſecure us from 
any dangerous Error in point of Doctrine, and enable us againſt 
all our evil Aﬀecions for every Vertue of a Chriſtian Life , 
we- ever. obediently following his- Guidance and: comport=. 
ing with him. 'This-T'mean by the hrger Gifts of the holy” 
Spirit in-a:Goſpet-ſtate, that beingdHpens'd on' our due'Con- 
courſe with his firſt Motions, a Vertuous Temper by, that 
D: 2 | - mean 
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means after ſome meaſure obtajn'd in our Minds, they are 
only in order ro our farther attainment of that Temper, 
ro afford our infirm, lapſed Natures proper Afliſtances for that 
end; not to operate in fluent Diſcourſes, or particular Re- 
velations, when we already have a complete Book given 
forth by this Spirit of our Faith and Practice, that is, of our 
whole Duty, what God enjoyns us, or is requir'd of us in 
the nature of Things, with regard to our eternal Bliſs; and 
eſpecially we cannot ſuppoſe this holy Inſpirer thus to ope+ 
rate after this manner, where Men imploy not their main In- 
— do not diligently Meditate in this Heavenly Book, 
which A/oſes with reſpe&t to the Old Teſtament, command- 
ed his Charge the 1ſzaclites, to do Night and Day ; (Dexr. 
6G. 7. II. 19.) nor prepare their Minds by a more eminent. 
degree of Goſpel-Morats or Holineſs of Life, as ſome Peo- 
ple, who muſt be Conſcious of their Defets in both theſe 
Inſtances, unreaſonably maintain of themſelves, and others, 
that they are enabl'd whether to Preach or to Pray, and, I 
am apt to think, as much without Fore-thought or Study: 
too, as the Apoſtles were. 

And then as to this Do&rine of Habits, the eſtabliſhing the 
Spiritual Life, the Heavenly Felicities and Joys upon them, 
which I all-along here do, as I do likewiſe the more li- 
beral Gifts of the bleſſed Comforter in our Souls, tho' this 
may not poſſibly be admitted by all, but a pure Obedience, 
not as it any ways diſpoſes us tor them accounted the Term 
of thoſe great Rewards, yet this Doctrine, I think, how-. 
ever it may be rejected, plainly appears to be the Import of 
the Goſpel-Law, as this is not fatisfy'd with outward Perfor- 
mances, Opxs operatum, bare Atts of Obedience, but every 
where condemns ſuch, giving them their deſerv'd Stile of 
Hypocriſie, when they are alone, and requiring a. compliance 
of the reaſonable part, a reconcilement of the Heart to its ſe- 
veral Precepts, that theſe be obſerv'd, of conform'd withal 
in our very Thoughts, which would be quite a needleſs Di-. 
ſcipline, unleſs an inward frame thus attainable were neceſ- 
fary for the Graces our Lord purchaſed, the Joys. he pro- 

oſes. | | 

And beſides. our bleſſed Saviour expreſly ſays, he repeats 

IC 


it to us, that we muſt be born again,. or elſe we cannot en» 
ter into the Kingdom of God, (Fokn 1. 13. 3. 3, 5-) that 
Is, as he explains it, we are to obtain a new Nature, quite 
in oppoſition to the Deſires of Fleſh, : have another Tem- 
per advanc'd in our Spirits according to the Mind and Will 
of God, ſo as that we may be capable of his Heavenly Bliſs. 
And the Apoſtles frequently tell us in Emblematical Phra- 
ſes with reference to Chriſt, that we muſt par off the Body. 
of the Sins of the Fleſh, be altogether dead to them, buried 

ith our bleſſed Redeemer in Baptiſm, when taking upon us 


his holy Profeſſion, we are to renounce thoſe - abominable 


| Practices; and likewiſe thro' the Faith of the operation of 
God, his Almighty Power declaring it ſelf in our honeſt. 
Endeavours, We muſt be raiſed with him to righteouſneſs of Life, 
(Col. 2. 12. Rom. 6. 3.) That we _ cranes the Fleſh. 
with the Aﬀettions and Luſts, whatever proceeds from that e- 
vil Principle, (Gal. 5. 24.) that we being Dead, as Chriſti. 
ans. ſhould be, to theſe Worldly Enjoyments, and oxr true. 
Life hid. with Chriſt in God, we muſt mortifie the Members. 
of our Unregenerate Man, which are ſet wpon the Earth,. 
Earthly Intereſts or Pleaſures, there recounted by that Apo-. 
ſtle (Col. 3. 3, 5-) This old Man we are injoyn'd : again 70- 


put off, which is corrupt according to the deceitful Luſts, and.. 


ro put on the new Man, which after God is created in Righte-- 
—_— true Holineſs (Eph. 4. 22, 24, Col. 3. 9. 10.)- 
we muſt be gar {wget by the renewing of our Minds. (Rom. 
I2. 2.) All which places being 7 many Teſtimonies, of 
the holy Spirit, beſides the ay Aſſertion of ourSaviour, e-- 
vidently ſet forth, that 'tis ſomething beyond, a mere..Obe-- 
dience, which duly diſtinguiſhing may be accounted the-Efx- 


fet thereof, where ſincerely ora ig from juſt; Motives,.. 


viz.. a Habit of Piety, as our Minds are recover'd. from, the, 
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Afﬀettions of Body, a Spiritualiz'd Temper, with ſach ſort 


'of Appetites or Deſires in it, that diſpoſes Men for their e-. 
ternal Bliſs; not the pure Inſtances of Obedienceonly, which; 


may poſſibly be perform'd, even habitually too, thro? a, kind. 
of 3:4 2 for ſiniſter Purpoſes 'without- any, amend-.: | 
ment. of Spirit, or reformation in the Soul, the: ſenſual ,Na-. 
ture with 1ts, proper, Offspring ſtill being the reigning gn 5 
| x 6 
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ple in fuch Perfons. And the Apoſtle expreſly confirms this, 
that it muſt be a Habit of. Chriſtian Purity, a Triumph or 
Maſtery over the Defires of Fleſh, that founds the Difpoſi- 
tion for- our true Happineſs, dechring likewiſe that an In- 
dulgence of theſe lower Appetites is the Genuine Caufe of 


our eternal Sufferings , the fruitful Parent or Seed-plot of _ 


. our Miſeries, whence they naturally fpring : To be carnally 
minded is death, but to be Ho_ | minded is life and Peace. 
Andagain, if ye live after t 
ſpirit ye do mortifie the deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live. (Rom. 
s 6, 13.) and again, he that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh 
reap corruption; but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the 
ſpirit reap life everlaſting. (Gal. 6. 8.) and again in the htter 
reſpe&t only (Rom. 7. 5.) The motions of fin de work in our 
members to bring forth fruit wnto death. 

And indeed . $4 apt to believe that all the reveal'd Pre- 
cepts of God are only Warnings of the Events of Things, 
what will fatally follow the kind of our Moral Behaviour 
or Aons, nay the bent of our Minds one way or t'other, 
not what 1s arbitrarily diſpens'd upon them: and methinks. 
this, more anſwers the wiſdom of God, when things are fo 
conſtituted, that Mens Fortunes attend the Habitudes they 
are '\under, and follow their free Actions, or the Diſpoſitt- 
ons they have brought into their Minds by that means. This 
renders: God: as kind: to us, as we will- be to our ſelves, - he 
thus putting our Happineſs in our own hands, that thro' the 
Helps he has afforded us.in, his beloved Son, we may obtain 
it to what degree we oe and this acquits him of Seve- 
rity, which ſome call Injuſtice, on the account of erernal 
Paeniſhments for Temporary Faults, when theſe are the Fates 


of Mens Averſion to him, the wicked Temper they have. 


voluntarily acquir'd; and made in themſelves. 

I'do not deny but that there wilt be both poſitive Re- 
wards and Puniſhmcnts, but theſe are ſtill founded: and have 
their Cauſe in our own Tempers. And FI. cannot think but 
the: contrary Docrine, that the Heavenly. Felicites are mexe- 
ly with reſo & to a tenour of Obedience, that may be ſuch 
an outſide Mo Gacks, without deriving its effe&t to the,Hearr, 
and not on the ground: of ſuch an Effe&, or internal Habit ; 
I can- 


e fleſh, ye ſhall die : but if thro the 


\ 
_ 
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Commencement art Cambridge. 20 
T cannot think but this lefſens theNotion of the Divine Wiſdom, 
as it takes away the relation of the two States, this, ard that 
of Heayen, to one another, not making their Happineſs both: 
of a piece, the fame Temper or Principle with t me op 
Enjoyments ures on to their perfeQion there; . and as it 
puts the Circur ces of the next World, Bleſfednefs, or Mi- 
ſery only upon an arbitrary Decree of God, not ſo corre- 
ſponding with the Natures of things, or conſequential to 


P 


t : Nor ſeems it a conſiſtent or agreeable Proce&ing with a 


free Creature, that he ſhould have any Eventsattending him, 


but what are, as it were neceſſary upon him, the Reſules of 


that Temper he has form'd in him. | 
But that we may even have the experience of this Do- 
&rine or obſerve it in others, we plainly fee. that Habits of 
Life determine the fort, and found the moſt affeing Re- 
liſh or Senſe of all the Enjoyments we have; nay, that this 
Reliſh commonly lafts (not to fay always) after the proper 
time is over of purſuing thoſe As from whence it was, as 
Platarch tells us concerning the old Olympick Wreſtlers, 
who had ſafely come off from ſo many haiards, that hy mainly 
delighted to be'SpeRators of thoſe ſavage Exerciſes, when years. 
had depriv'd them of the Honour, as they eſteem'd it, of be= 
ing Parties themſelves, wiz. of ſpilling their own Blood, or 
that of others in them. And we mayevery day fadly remark in 
worn out Debaucheesamong our ſelyes, how their Vices ſtick.in 
their decrepid Natures, and what polluted Souls they carry about 
with them; and if this be ſoasto Vitious Courſes, when People. 
are difab!'d from a&ing any more the wicked Inſtance, mor 
more will it hold with regard to the Habits of 2 Holy Lif s 
wherethe capacity of the Vertuous AR not only continues, . bi 
is _ increas'd with'a farther complacency, that mult like! 
attend 1t. PE. {ot TIS ng 
Thus we lay the Foundation of our after State, whether Hap-- 
pineſs or Miſery, from our own Behaviour; Heaven poſſeſſes us * 
according to our Improvements of a Goſpel Vertue, or Hell 
ſeizes us while we perſiſt ivourEvil theſe begin here, 
the one, and the other, how they will increaſe, or enlarge of 
themſclyes in a Spiritual World, (tho' we may pretty well gueſs 
| at 
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cations of that infinite Being, whereon, depends all 
| 5 heſs of created Natures, as well theirs, asours. ... 
We are thus to bo quickned thro? the Efficacy of the * 
re Diligence, or Strivings with hy 
3 Habit of the higheſt Goſpel-Right 
in'd, orlaidinour Minds, And ink no more 
e u5tq the attainment thereof, na; rod 
ha kno mthe beſt kind, wn nad ow peed 
atures will admit of, ez 
ore prevail, that the x 
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DR with moſt People; 
D Diſogehuity! inthem, T ; the! 
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